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SCIENCE IN THERAPEUTICS. 
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Over eighteen hundred years ago Pontius Pilate, sitting 
as Judge over him "who spoke as never man spake," gave 
utterance to a query, not even then new, but never old, and 
now as when the first dawn of civilization beamed upon the 
world, the question "what is truth?" has permeated every 
nation, and inspired to thought and action, every intelligent 
mind. 

There are two methods by which the world seeks to ascer- 
tain what is truth. The one method, old as the family of 
man, finds in the simple interrogation of self-conscious- 
ness, an answer to this great question, while the other meth- 
od, more laboriously, interrogates nature, and by patient 
induction seeks to establish a more comprehensive, and at 
the same time, more rational basis of truth. The second 
method is but the outgrowth of the first — the spirit of in- 
quiry taking the place of fear and superstition. 

It is not to be wondered at that man, in his infancy, should 
be appalled at the magnitude atid utter incomprehensive- 
ness of that which surrounded him. Suddenly placed in 
conflict with nature's resistless forces, he cannot observe 
and investigate, but can only feel his own powerlessness, 
and in the agony of terror, fall down in abject prostration 
worshiping a cause which is but the outgrowth of a terrified 
consciousness. This is superstition, and primitive man- 
kind vainly sought for an answer to " what is truth ? " 
through the unreliable and deviating channel of self-con- 
sciousness. Unsatisfied with his efforts, and becoming 
more familiar with nature's forces, his consternation grad- 
ually subsides, and man begins to grope in darkness for 
some tangible evidence of cause and effect. Here begins 
the method of inductive inquiry after " what is truth," and 
in this we find laid the foundations of science — positive 
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truth, founded in the very nature of things, and established 
by observation and experiment. Rudimentary in its first 
appearance, science can only develop as it, one by one, 
grasps the immutable truths of nature, and discovers laws 
as eternal and unchangeable as the Hand which created 
them. These laws once discovered, they become, not sci- 
ence itself, but the basis upon which all science is founded. 
That only is science which recognises phenomena in their 
subordination to natural laws, and subsequently explains 
such phenomena by these laws. The laws of nature 
are deductions made from observation and experi- 
ment, and what the latter teach us as always produc- 
ing in all states and circumstances, and at all times the 
same effect, may be established as a law of nature. A re- 
ciprocal action between these several laws of nature so es- 
tablished, enables us to explain to ourselves intellectually, 
not the existence, but the connection of phenomena, by 
means of which we afterwards learn the principles of their 
development and action. 

Primitive mankind long wandered in the mazes of uncer- 
tainty and doubt only rendered such by the darkness of 
superstition,, and it was only in the course of after ages 
that the light of truth gleaming through this gloom an4 
darkness penetrated the world and enabled them to discov- 
er, here and there, evidences of the fact that all nature was 
moving in exact obedience to set laws and principles, which 
could only have their first origin in the fiat of Him who 
created and controlled all things. 

Ages caine and went, as, one by one, observation and 
experiment brought to light these natural laws, and gave 
them to the world. Thus sciehce assuming solidity and 
power, gradually took the positions of the childish belief of 
mankind ; snatching thunder and lightning from the hands 
x)f the gods, and, with its lighted torch, proving that all 
^hich had been considered inexplicable and miraculous, 
arid the work of a sul)ernatural power, was only the effect 
of hitherto unknown naturalforces, eternal, immutable 
arid universal. Hie storie riot supported, has ever and will 
thtough sill Eternity fiill towards the Centre of the earth. 
Wheriever "fire tod witter meet, vdpors mrist arise and exe^t 
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tbeir irresistible power; where the seed falls, into th^. 
ground, there it will grow ; where the thunderbolt is ajt- 
tracted there it will strike. Can there exist any doubt as to 
these truths ? Nor do they in the least interfere with our 
(^onceptioijis of a God, who is Himself the Author of the 
world and of the laws which govern it. The created can- 
j^qt be greater than the creator, nor can immutable and 
natural laws control the actions of Him who existed from 
the beginning, and who holds within Himself the power to 
destroy at once the harmony of nature, and let it revert to 
its primeval chaos. 

The laws of nature are not only eternal and immutable, 
but as we have already seen are universal, for as has been 
said by an ancient writer, " He who suspends one law oi 
nature suspends them all." The same laws govern the vis- 
ible universe, and everywhere act in the same manner as in 
o^r proximity. The laws of gravitation, /. ^.the laws of mo- 
tion and attraction, are, in all space reached by the teles- 
pope, invariably the same. The motions of all and the most ^ 
remote bodies take place according to the same laws by 
which on our earth a stone falls or a pendulum vibrates. 
The laws of light and heat through all space are the same 
as on the earth. In meteoric stones, visible messengers 
from another world, which are projected from other heaven- 
ly bodies, or from the primordial ether, there has yet no 
element been discovered which is not already existing upon 
the earth; nor is the form of these crystals different froni 
those known to us. Thus we find that every law of nature 
is eternal, immutable and universal, and that only may be 
termed science which has its foundation in principles eter- 
nal and unalterable. The mere theories of man regarding 
phenomena may rise to such a sublime degree of perfect- 
i^ess and truth as to merit the title of an art, but it is only 
when, through long series of observations and experiments, 
these theories always produce the same result, so that their 
products may ever be predicted with unerring certainty, 
jnay it be said that truth is found and art become a science. 

Reverting back to our first proposition, we hold that the 
two methods by which the world seeks to arrive at " What 
is truth," to be either by the interrogation of self-con- 
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sciousness or the interrogation of nature. That the one is 
the gradual outgrowth of the other, but the other still ex- 
ists, and by many is considered to be the basis of scientific 
truth, yet this can never be, as that which is simply the out- 
growth of an imaginative theory cannot be based upon the 
unchanging foundations of true science. 

The present so-called science of therapeutics originated 
in the dark ages of superstition and fear: Disease and 
death struck terror to the hearts of the people, and in their 
anguish they cried to an unknown god for deliverance. The 
incantations and prayers of priests were said to break the 
bands of disease, and so we find the ancient Hindoos, Jews, 
Egyptians, Chaldeans and Persians, alike shrouded in hea- 
then superstition, and relying only on pagan rites and mys- 
teries for the cure of disease, while in the history of ancient 
Greece the subject is veiled in the eloquent symbols of 
mythology. The science of healing was the sacred voca- 
tion of the gods, and was practised only by the priests of 
Esculapius, the god of medicine. Medicine did not even 
arise to the dignity of an art until the time of Hippocrates. 
From him the dominant system of medicine arrogantly ' 
claims a pedigree, almost as unique and canonical as the 
apostolic succession of the church of Rome. Hippocrates 
was indeed the first to systematise therapeutics, but in hia 
expression that '' diseases are sometimes cured by contra- 
ries, sometimes by similars, and sometimes by medicines 
which have neither similitude or antagonism," we find a 
rule laid down that precludes all science, and makes medi- 
cine an empirical art. Still later Hippocrates is said to have 
expressed the proverb that " remedies which have cured 
disease must be equally efficacious in curing analagous 
ones," and here is given the only practical rule which has 
ever been the governing principle of therapeutics. Galen, 
it is true, in the second century advocated the exclusive 
formula ^^ contraria coniraris curantur,'^'^ realizing that, upon 
its then liberal basis, medicine could never become an ex- 
act science. The dogma of Galen prevailed exclusively 
and uninterruptedly as the central doctrine around which 
all the schools of medicine revolved until the 17th century, 
when Galenism was abandoned, and the long-forgotten 
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dogmas of Hippocrates were resuscitated. What had been 
accomplished up to that period in the collateral branches 
of Anatomy, Pathology, Physiology and Chemistry was re- . 
tained, but the entire system of Galenic therapeutics was 
disregarded. Thus medicine in theoretically rejecting the 
principal dogma of Galen — that diseases are cured by con- 
traries — confessed a colossal error, one which had led them 
astray for more than fourteen centuries ; and while pro- 
fessedly returning to the crude propositions of Hippocrates, 
they failed to secure any fixed principles from the gigantic 
wreck, or to establish any harmonious, definite or consist- 
ent system of practice. From that day to the pres«.nt, the 
history of medicine is a chronicle of mistakes and blun- 
ders ; a record of experiments and failures, to which sci- 
ence has only capriciously lent its light, and around which 
the alchemy and astrology of the darker ages have thrown 
their glamour and mystery. 

We therefore claim, without fear of successful contra- 
diction, that medicine is not a science, neither indeed can 
be so long as not based upon and governed by unerring 
laws, and established principles. Is farther evidence neces- 
sary in order to support this claim ? If so, let us place in 
the witness box a few of the greatest physicians the world 
has ever known ; men of world renowned scientific attain- 
ments and well qualified to testify. 

The celebrated Bichat of Paris, speaking of the thera- 
peutics of his day, said : " An incoherent assemblage of 
incoherent opinions, it is, perhaps, of all the physiological 
sciences, that which best shows the caprice of the human 
mind. What do I say ? It is not a science for a methodi- 
cal mind. It is a shapeless assemblage of inexact ideas, of 
observations often puerile, of deceptive remedies, and of 
formulae as fantastically conceived, as they are tediously 
arranged." 
The equally celebrated French physician, Majendie, said : 
" 1 hesitate not to declare, no matter how sorely I shall 
wound our vanity, that so gross is our ignorance of the 
physiological disorder called diseases, that it would, per- 
haps, be better to do nothing, and resign the complaint we 
are called upon to treat, to the resources of nature, than to 
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act as we frequently do, without knowing the why and the 
wherefore of our conduct, and at the obvious risk of hasten- 
ing the end ot our patient." 
Dr. Good, the great nosologist, asserts that — 
" The science of medicine is a barbarous jargon, and the 
effects of our medicines on the human system, are in the 
highest degree uncertain ; except, indeed, that they have 
already destroyed more lives than war, pestilence and 
famine combined." 
Sir Astley Cooper, England's greatest surgeon, says : 
" The science of medicine is founded on conjectures and 
improved by murder." 

The following apologue, says the great D'Alembert, re- 
lated by a physician, a man of wit and philosophy, repre- 
sents very well, the state of the science (so-called): "Na- 
ture is fighting with disease, a blind man, that is a physi- 
cian comes to settle the difference. He first tries to make 
peace ; when he cannot accomplish this, he lifts his club 
and strikes at random. If he strikes the disease he kills 
the disease ; if he strikes nature he kills nature." 

Coming down to a later day, let us listen to Dr. Christi- 
son. Professor of Materia Medica, in the University of Ed- 
inburg. He says : 

"Of all medical sciences, therapeutics is the most unset- 
tled and most unsatisfactory, in its present state, and the 
least advanced in progress, and surrounded by the most 
numerous and most deceitful sources of fallacy." 

Dr. Eush, one of the lights pf the profession, in his day, 
remarks : 

" The healing art is an unroofed temple, uncovered at the 
top and cracked at the foundation." And again: "Our 
want of success results from the following causes : 1st. ig- 
norance of the disease ; 2d. our ignorance of a suitable 
remedy ; 3d. want of eflScacy in the remedy ;" and finally, 
" we have assisted in multiplying diseases, we have done 
xaore^ we have increased their mortality?'^ 

Prof. Chapman, once at the head of the profession in 
Philadelphia, in an address to the medical society, after 
speaking of the pernicious effects of calomel, adds : 

" Gentlemen, it is a disgraceful reproach to the xwofession 
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of medicine ; it is quackery, horrid, unwarranted, murder- 
ous quackery." 

Prof. Draper, in one of his introductory lectures before 
the University Medical College of New York, makes the 
following statement : 

"Even those of us who have most carefully upheld our 
old professional theories, and have tried to keep in rever- 
ence the old opinions, and the old times, find that under the 
advance of the exact sciences, our position is becoming 
untenable. The ground is slipping away from beneath our 
feet. We are on the brink of a great revolution. Go where 
you will, among intelligent physicians, you will find a deep, 
though it may be indistinct perception, that a great change 
is imminent." 

The late Prof. Mutter, of Philadelphia, in an introductory 
lecture, given a few years before his death, says : " We 
have in truth, ' rested contented in ideal knowledge.' We 
have received, as perfect, theories as idle as day dreams; 
and the foundations of our art must crumble to the earth, 
unless we learn more discretion and better judgment in the 
selection of the material of which they are to be con- 
structed." 

I do not wish to weary you with a repetition of the 
thousands of similar expressions uttered by equally re- 
nowned adherents of the dominant system of medicine. 

It 'v^as with feelings akin to those expressed that Samuel 
Hahnemann quitted with disgust the practice of medicine. 
His love of honor and truth would not permit him to 
practice a system of treatment so irrational and unscien- 
tific in its character; but, unlike his contemporaries, he 
sought for, and was willing to receive something better. 
As he surveyed the scientific world, and saw all its de- 
partments governed by natural laws, while medicine 
alone, was left to shift for itself, with no governing prin- 
ciple, subject to the caprices of the human mind, he was 
led to inquire why the Great Father of mankind should thus 
provide set laws to govern all things save the healing art! 
Why man defenseless and alone, with suflfering and disease 
entailed upon him, should thus be compelled to seek for aid 
through the ever changing channels of human judgment i 
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While thus reasoning Hahnemann undertook a broad sur- 
vey of medical literature while engaged in the translation 
of ancient and modern writing. In this labor he became 
familiar with the ideas of the early philosophers ; he also 
saw frequently corroborated that fragmentary observation 
of Hippocrates, that '^ diseases are sometimes cured by 
similars "; but not until 17&0 — while translating the Materia 
Medica of CuUen — did the conviction flash upon his mind of 
the existence in the Divine economy of an universal law of 
cure, and thenceforward with unfaltering purpose he de- 
voted all the energies of his master mind to the one grand 
object of developing, systematising and perfecting the new 
method of healing the sick. As the falling apple, through 
Newton, gave to philosophy the law of gravitation, so the 
study of the effects of Peruvian bark, through Hahnemann, 
gave the law of similars to medicine, and homoeopathy to 
the world. 

Hahnemann was now in possession of a tangible fact; a 
remedy that would cure a certain disease would also pro- 
duce it in a healthy person, and it was certain that the con- 
verse was equally true, i. e, that a drug which produced a 
certain disease in a healthy body, would cure it in a sick 
one. But this was only one instance, and might be an ex- 
ception. He therefore set himself to the task of testing a 
great number of drugs, and with heroic self sacrifice took 
them himself, carefully noting the minutest effects pro- 
duced, and comparing them with symptoms of well-known 
diseases. He likewise induced some of his friends to join 
him in these tests or provings, and by mutually comparing 
notes, certain positive facts were established. But not yet 
satisfied, Hahnemann, like a true scientist, hesitated to 
publish this discovery until it had been more thoroughly 
corroborated ; so, for ten long years, he was arduously at 
work, proving to himself in every way possible its truth, 
before he submitted it to the world. This is, indeed, the 
spirit of true scientific inquiry, and when the law " similia 
similibus curantur " was made known, it was not a mere spec- 
ulative theory, but a scientific fact — a law of nature, estab- 
lished through a long series of the most persistent observa- 
tion and experiment. 



V 

? 



SCIENCE IN THERAPEUTICS. ii 

The query may here naturally arise, why, if the principle 
promulgated by Hahnemann is a natural law, and necessa- 
rily eternal, was it not discovered long before? To this we 
might answer by asking why were not the discoveries of 
Galileo, of Newton, and others discovered before the 17th 
century? and none will question but that these truths 
existed from the creation of the world. So, with equal pro- 
priety, it might have been left for Hahnemann to discover a 
law of cure, which, though existing, had been hidden from 
view through all former ages. Yet, this attitude it is not 
necessary to assume, for as we have already seen Hahne- 
mann did not first discover the principle of similia^ but he 
comprehended and defined its collateral features, and prov- 
ed beyond successful contradiction that it was a law of 
nature, as unerring in its manifestations as the laws of mo- 
tion and attraction. We have already observed that Hip- 
pocrates himself gave expression to a belief in the doc- 
trine of similars, but careful investigation shows plainly 
that such a doctrine neither originated or ended with him* 
, It has ever been practised by physicians and the people 
from time immemorial — long before Hahnemann proclaim- 
ed it to the world, or even before Hippocrates gave it 
expression. 

From the earliest dawn of existence there has been an 
innate tendency on the part of the people to unconsciously 
employ the homoeopathic method of cure. ^ 

One of the earliest results of human suffering, and hu- 
man thought, was the doctrine of signatures; and even in 
the middle ages this was a favorite notion. Thus, a yellow 
substance was said to be a good medicine against jaundice; 
a red one against an inflammation, etc. The human instinct, 
as yet simple and uncorrupted, was early seeking for the 
true law of cure. This was self-consciousness groping in 
darkness for the light of truth, but that light could only be 
made manifest after the darkness of superstition had been 
dispelled, and the world illumined by the torch of science, 
was prepared to receive practical truth. 

Even Grecian mythology is not silent and offers its share 
of testimony in favor of the liomceopathic law of cure. One 
of the most beautiful instances of this character is related 
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to have occurred jus^t prior to the Trojan war. The fleet of 
Agaxaemnon had by mistake landed in Mysia and ei]iitere4 
into an engagement with Telepbos, king of the coui^try, 
and son of Herakles. During the battle Telephos received, 
q. wound from the spear of Achilles, and finding that it 
would not heal consulted an pracle regarding it. The reply 
of the oracle was that it could be healed only by him who 
had caused it, Telephos proceeded to Aulis, where the 
Ureek fleet lay, and pre>sented himself in disguise to 
Agamemnon, seized his infant son, Orestes, whom Klytae- 
innestra had brought with her, and threatened to slay the 
child if healing were refused him, Odysseus interposed, 
and scraping some of the rust from the spear of Achilles, 
applied it to the wound and healed it. 

The Holy Scriptures abound with more or less distinct 
evidences of the truth of the homoeopathic law of cure. 
He who over all reigns with unbounded sway, and who is 
the Author of all law, in His infinite wisdom often deigns 
to become Himself the exponent of the laws which he has 
created. Doubtless all are acquainted with the exciting 
scenes depicted in the Israelites' camp, when the fiery ser- 
pents came among them. It is probably beyond imagina- 
tive power to picture this most agonizing scene, but we 
may readily realize how in their extreme anguish and utter 
powerlessness, they would apply for relief to that same 
Source, Vhich had shielded and cared for them in all their 
wanderings. Their cry is heard, and the remedy provided. 
Moses is instructed to prepare a fiery serpent and set it 
upon a. pole. Why a fiery serpent? How much more nat- 
ural to have placed a dove upon the pole, or, at least, some 
antithesis of the poisonous serpent. The fiery serpent is 
prepared of brass, m exact image of the dreaded reptile, — 
itis raised upon the pole, and all who look live. Is there 
a natural law in existence more fully confirmed by the 
Creator, than is the law of similars? Doubtless when 
Elisha was called upon to heal the unwholesome and 
brackish waters of the spring, he called for salt, a sub- 
stance similar to that already contained in the spring, in 
conformity to a natural law of cure, and with it healed the 
waters unto this day. So, ancient history, Divine and 
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mythological, supports the law of similars, and scattered 
istlong through the ages up to the time of Hahnemann, 
we find evidences that in someway or other its truths 
have been sanctioned. 

In the Hindoo writings the principles of homoeopathy 
as now laid down^ are extant, and have been so from time imme- 
morial; and among the Arabs the principle is admitted 
and practised. 

The works of the poets abound with illustrations of the 
law of similars. Probably the oldest of the kind is in some 
lines ascribed by Athenseus to Antiphanes, who lived 404 
B. C, which have thus been translated : 

" Take the hair, it is well written, 
Of the dog by which you're bitten ; 
Work off one wine by his brother, 
And one labor with another ; 

*^t ^t ^t ^t ^t ^k ^k ^k ^k 

•^^ ^^ ^^ *^^ *^^ ^^ ^^ T^ T^ 

Cook with cook, and strife with strife. 
Business with business, wife with wife," 

A Latin poet gives the following: 

" Balnea, vina, 
Venus consumunt corpora nostra ; 
Sed.vitam faciunt Balula, vina, Venus." 

The following is from Shakspeare's Eomeo and Juliet : 

" Tut man I one fire burns out another's burning. 
One pain is lessened by anothei^'s anguish ; 
Turn giddy and be holp by backward turning ; 
One desperate grief cures with another's languish. 
Take thou some new infection to the eye, 
And the rank poison of the old will die." 

The celebrated physician and poet Paul Fiemming, also 
had a knowledge of homoeopathy, and practised it in the 
17th century, as may be seen from one of his poems; 

" A wise physician he, who, from the 6elf-iame source, 
Doth draw the antidote and baiie. 
Of this, a single grain works more efficiently, 
Than that long draught, 
is that physician to be praised who wHtes 
Pi-idscriptions yard in lisngth to win 
The th«(nk8 of <d^e apothecary ?" 
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The misanthrope in Schiller's play was finally cured by 
the influence of other misanthropes of a similar character. 

Milton, in the preface to Samson Agonistes^ gives his version 
thus : ^^ In physic things of melancholic hue and quality are 
used against melancholy, sour against sour, salt to remove 
salt humors, etc.'' 

But why weary you with farther evidences of the eternal 
and universal character of the law of similars ? From time 
immemorial there have been vague traditions that medicines 
sometimes cured diseases similar to those they caused, and 
these traditions gaining more and more basis as time passed 
on began to assume solid proportions, strengthened from 
age to age by the testimony of such as Hippocrates, Para- 
celsus, Van Helmont, Sydenham, Stahl, Descartes, and 
many others, whose quotations in direct support of the 
homoeopathic law of cure might be given would time 
permit. 

Thus it was not left for Hjahnemann to discover a law of 
cure, but to systematise it, and establish the collateral fea - 
tures upon which it depended, — to append certain theories 
of which he was truly the originator and discoverer, by 
which the law of cure was illustrated and brought into 
unison with other natural laws already established. These 
theories in every instance, resting upon scientific facts ap- 
pertaining to the departments of natural philosophy, the 
natural sciences, physiology and biology. The doctrine 
that every peculiar substance produces a series of peculiar 
effects upon the human organism belongs to the natural 
sciences — is itself a science treating of the effect of a di- 
versity of substances on the human frame. The doctrine of 
potentiation belongs to natural philosophy, in common with 
the doctrines of magnetism, electricity and galvanism. The 
doctrine that potencies are capable of curing diseases ac- 
cording to the law " similia similibus^^ is a proposition that 
belongs to biology and there finds its confirmation. 

So we find that all collateral doctrines of homoeopathy 
rest upon other natural laws operating in unison with the 
law of cure. Nor can the investigator justly pass judgment 
upon the truth of any or all of these theories until vigorous 
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experiment and observation shall have proven their falsity, 
which has never yet been done. 

In endeavoring to harmonise new theories with those 
already known, man is liable to err, and actually does err 
in a majority of instances, even though the original theory 
maybe true beyond contradiction. Few hypotheses and 
attempts at explanation have endured long, and it is a fact 
of daily acknowledgment that one hypothesis gives place to 
another in all sciences. All scientific discoverers have en- 
tertained numerous conjectures, some of which time has 
verified, others it has overthrown. On this point the ven- 
erable Bering says : " Whether the theories of Hahnemann 
are destined to endure a longer or shorter space, whether 
they be the best or not, time only can determine ; be it as 
it may, // is a matter of minor importance. It is the genuine 
Hahnemanian spirit totally to disregard all theories, even 
those of one's own fabrication, when they are in opposition 
to the results of pure experience. All theories and hypoth- 
eses have no positive weight whatever, only so far as they 
lead to new experiments, and afford a better survey of those 
already made." 

We have already observed that that only is science which 
is based upon natural laws, and those only are natural laws 
whose results may ever be practised with unerring certain- 
ty. Such we claim to be the homoeopathic law of cure, and 
the therapeutics based upon such a law, and^hose reme- 
dies change not with diseases, or seasons, or years, or local- 
ities, but whose effects upon the human organism are ever 
the same, may without arrogance claim to itself the rank 
of a science. 

How sad the experience of Sydenham, when he says: 
" The remedy which would cure a patient at the beginning 
of the year will kill him, perhaps, at the close. When a 
fresh form of epidemic sets in, I am in a quandary, and am 
puzzled to think how I can give relief. It is more than I 
can do to avoid risking the lives of one or two of the first 
who apply to me as patients." Such has been the experience 
of all physicians in all ages to the time of Hahnemann — 
the necessary result of the lack of a guiding principle in 
their therapeutics. How different the experience of those 
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whose therapeutics are based on the foundations of true 
science. In 1830 Asiatic cholera made its appearance in 
Europe for the first time. It had long been heralded. Each 
successive wave from the far East had swept nearer and 
nearer, tmd now when it had crossed the last barrier, and 
had taken up the westward line of march through Russia, 
all Europe was in a state of consternation. Meanwhile 
Hahnemann, without ever having seen a case of the dis- 
ease, was trying to solve the problem of its treatment 
and its eure. Collecting together all the symptoms of 
the disease^ until it stood before him in all its terrible 
reality, he, under the guidance of the homoeopathic law 
of cure, selected Camphor^ Cuprum and Veratrum^ and wrote 
them down as the best remedies for cholera. Such they 
proved to be. Not only in that epidemic but in all after, 
and Hahnemann's treatment of Asiatic cholera remains 
to this day, substantially the treatment pursued by every 
homoeopathic physician the world over, while its almost 
miraculous success astonishes all observers. 

On the contrary Dr. Jas. Johnson, an eminent British 
physician,^ after twenty years of allopathic experience with 
cholera in Asia and Europe, says: "In point of fact we 
know no better mode of treating cholera than when it first 
appeared; the really severe cases are just as fatal as they 
have ever been," and this notwithstanding scores of theories 
had been alternately adopted and rejected, and hundreds of 
remedies had been employed and abandoned." 

The use of Belladona in Scarlet fever affords another 
striking illustration of the immutability of the homoeopath- 
ic law of cure. Selected by Hahnemann, according to the 
law of similars, just seventy-five years ago, it has proven 
almost infallible, not only as a remedy, but a prophylactic 
as well, adopted more or less, by all schools of medicine, it 
has without doubt saved more lives from this much dreaded 
malady than all other remedies combined ; and will ever 
stand, as it does to-day, a silent but positive witness to the 
ttuth of the law ** similia similibus curantur?'^ I might con- 
tinue to multiply illustration upon illustration. The world 
'atbounds with them in all its departments. The domains of 
-fidt^nce ai^d art aife filled with them. Mture itself ia erne 
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vast volume on whose pages they are ever occurring, and 
nature itself, when left unaided, cures in accordance with 
the law of similars. The microscopical discoveries of ^the 
allopathic physician Kaltenbrunner contain the.most pow- 
erful arguments in favor of this statement. Nature effects 
a cure of morbid inflammation in wounds, by dey^loping 
a state perfectly similar to it, which Kaltenbruiifier^alls 
the curative inflammation. " Driven with accelerated mo^ 
tion, masses of the globules of the bfood (here .and*ther^) 
rush by starts from the capillaries and pour themsjelves inT:o 
the parenchyma of the inflamed part. Here they lie, as 
bright red spots or islands of different sizes, goon the 
whole wound is suftounded by these islands highly turgid. 
This process which appears at first at the 'circumference 
of the inflammation, by degrees also, involves thecentre, 
completely reseipbling the morbid inflammation, andit'is 
by its means that the morbid changes produced by the ' 
latter, are gradually extinguished." Thus, gentlemen, na- 
ture itself confirms the homoeopathic law of cure, as is thus 
beautifully illustrated, and it would seem as though the 
entire universe, from its Creator to its humblest produc- 
tion, affords one vast array of witnesses testifying to the 
truth of an universal law of cure. 

Are we arrogant, then, when we claim for our therapeu- 
tics the title of a science ? Aye, more than this, when 
we claim it to be the only science of therapeutics — the 
only system of treatment based upon natural laws, the 
only complete, scientific, and philosophic method of cure? 
And, as it is now, so it has ever been and will ever re- 
main, the only science of therapeutics. Natural laws can- 
not oppose each other, and diseases have never been, nor 
never will be cured, except in accordance with this one 
universal law. Laborious researches confirm this statement, 
and show that from the time of Hippocrates to the present, 
diseases have only been cured, when the remedy or reme- 
dies prescribed had the power of creating symptoms similar * 
to the disease for which they were given. Yes, gentlemen, 
there is a science of therapeutics — God-given and eternal. 
You and I are its votaries, and upon us devolves the hercu- 
lean task of rearing that temple of which Hahnemann 



«' 






i8 SCIENCE IN THERAPEUTICS. 

and his immediate followers have only laid the foundation. 
How necessary then that we should be true scientists our- 
selves, else how can we do aught but disgrace our profes- 
sion? And shall science suffer for our delinquencies? 
Shall the law ever be trampled to the earth, and the temple 
crumbled because we, its votaries, are incompetent to com- 
prehend and apply its principles ? 

A bright constellation of scientific workers bid us on- 
ward, that we too may become bright and shining lights in 
the firmament of medical science. Now and then a bril- 
liant star sinks out of sight — be ever ready to take its place. 
Within the past few weeks a most brilliant galaxy has gone J 

out forever, and the light of Dunham, of Beebe, of Temple, 
of Payne and others, may hereafter only shine as Teflected 
in your professional lives and in mine. Strive then, I pray 
you, to be able and earnest champions of scientific truth, 
that the time may not be far distant when the crowning 
glory of our temple shall be complete, and the world, freed 
from intolerance and bigotry, may, without opposition, 
enter its open portals with songs of gratitude and praise. 
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ALSO HEALERS IN THE BEST 



Surgical Dressing Cosmoline. 



Cosmoline Heals Quickly and does not Grow Bancid. 



Can be used with anv Medication. 
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